Thursday, February 12, 2004
Jeremiah 9:1-10:25   

In 9:25-26 God explains His anger. His people were not circumcised in their hearts. Like the uncircumcised nations, they rejected God’s sovereignty; worse than the uncircumcised nations, they were hypocrites, claiming to be faithful while pursuing other gods. They had rejected God and rejected His laws not only regarding Himself and His relationship with them, but regarding the treatment of one another.


Verses 17-20 mention the custom of calling the women of a town together to wail and mourn with the bereaved family at the loss of a loved one. One time in Jesus’ ministry the wailers who had gathered to mourn the death of a young girl laughed at Him when He told them that she was “sleeping”. He then raised her from the dead (Mark 5:38-40). 

Chapter 10 begins with another scathing statement about the foolishness of pursuing both idol worshipers and idols. The exile to Babylon came in stages so Jeremiah may have been speaking not only to the people in Jerusalem, but to those already in Babylon and tempted by its wealth and idols. Today’s “beautiful people” seem to inspire many to not only revere them but to pursue whatever “idols” they may worship. Again we see that money, power, and charisma draw people in all ages of history. Verses 6-7 extol the almighty nature of the true God. Verses 8 through 16 continue the contrast between God and the lifeless idols worshipped by His people. Jeremiah closes chapter 10 with a cry from the people of Jerusalem who suffer under God’s punishment and beginning in verse 23 his own pleading prayer for them.
